
Weston High School PTO

General Board Meeting Minutes

March 4, 2022

Call To Order

The meeting was hosted over Zoom and called to order by Kristana Esslinger, PTO President at
9:05AM.  There were 15 in attendance.

President - Kristana Esslinger

2022-23 WHS PTO Board

Dr. Kaplan presented on February 23 on mental health and our teens - Covid in the adolescent.
There is a link to the presentation in our newsletter, as well as 3 books that he recommended.
Also, in the newsletter is a link to a  parent guide that is on the Weston Youth services website.

The second conversation regarding the future of our schools was recorded and can be found on
the Weston government website.

BOE highlights include

Changes to mask policies have taken place.

BOE also reviewed mid year progress reports for lower and middle schools

The board will go back to in person meetings next month.  Many residents wanted this due to
the public comments.  The downside is that the video aspect will not be as good.

The principal search is ongoing and Kristana reminded all to fill out the survey.

The developmental relationship and drug and alcohol survey students took in the fall will be
presented in the next meeting. (Now April meeting)

Vice President - Casey Saussy

We are moving forward with an evening screening of Screenagers - The Next Chapter in April
before Spring Break. (Now end April)

Secretary - Mona Sharma



The minutes from the February 4, 2022 meeting were presented.  Casey Saussy made a motion
to approve the minutes as presented and Christine Harris seconded the motion.  The motion
passed.

Treasurer - Jen Morse

Jen presented the January operating financials with an ending balance of $6,343.  We paid out
amounts for our share of the Weston High School membership toolkits, league athletics, email
renewals and directory printing.

She then presented the January philanthropy financials.  They received some more Class of
2022 donations.  After allocations, philanthropy has an available balance of $31,750.

Juad Masters made a motion to approve the financials.  Casey Saussy seconded the motion.
The motion passed.

Road Race Update - Lyndsey Howard

They are finalizing the website for the road race so they can begin registration, create volunteer
committees and ask for sponsorships.  They will advertise in the newsletter to ask for
volunteers.  The race will be on Sat, May 28th.  There will be 2 options on the website for in
person registration and also a way to participate virtually.  They will also use a format that offers
pictures and video.

Senior Class Rep - Kristana Esslinger for Ali Melito

The venues for PGE have been set and will begin selling tickets in May.  There will be an
overnight trip the night of graduation.  The junior/senior prom will be on May 13th at the Danbury
Amber Room.  They are still trying to hold the senior class trip to Six Flags.  Graduation will be
on the football field again.

Junior Class Rep - Kristana Esslinger for Janet Hoffman

They will be selling umbrellas in time for spring.

Sophomore Class Rep - Christine Harris

Sophomores were surprised and happy about the Valentine’s Day treats. They were comprised
of surplus items from the midterm survival kits and supplemented with funds raised from the
Survival kit fundraiser.  They are planning to create a final exam survival kit for spring.

Freshman Class Rep - Juad Masters

The freshmen were appreciative of the delivery of heart shaped cookies for the cookie
decorating gathering.

Guest Speaker - Juliane Givoni - Portrait of a Graduate



Ms. Givoni said State law has required new requirements starting with the Class of 2023.  One
of the changes is that students must earn 1 credit for mastery based learning. Also, as part of
their NEASC 10 year accreditation process, the school undergoes a self study.  The goal is to
ensure our students have civic, social and academic competencies to thrive beyond high
school.  A timeline for implementation was presented.

The competencies for Graduates of Weston high school are:

● Think Critically
● Communicate with Purpose
● Solve Problems
● Express Creativity
● Care for Themselves
● Care for Others

By mid senior year, every student will choose an artifact of their school work, co-curricular work,
community work that is meaningful to them and speaks to their mastery in each of these areas.
They are helping students to reflect over time on each one of these skills and mastery of these
skills during their time at Weston High School.  Students will create and present a digital
portfolio demonstrating their mastery of the six competencies. The artifacts must include
artifacts from course areas- ie. STEM, humanities, PE/Health.

Advisory will be used to present the task and tools, provide work time, check work in progress,
and prepare students for the final assessment.

The school will incorporate the portfolio of the graduate language in the classroom.  They will
continue to design systems for evaluation and remediation  They will also continue to design
and distribute resources and documents to provide clarity around the task.

A Q&A followed:

A question was asked about communicating the portrait of the graduate information to the wider
community.  Ms. Givoni will do a video and have a community conversation to get the word out.
Ms. Wolak is creating a brochure and there will be a section to communicate this as well.

Questions and concerns were raised regarding an email sent from the school about a change to
the format of the in school SAT (digital vs. paper/pencil) and why students and families were not
notified sooner and also whether these scores would generate a score students could use for
college admissions.  Ms. Givoni said they were aware of these changes for some time and they
have been working to ensure all of the kinks were worked out before they rolled this out to
students. She also said she would follow up to confirm that these scores could be used by
students for college admissions.

A question was asked about students no longer requiring a tech credit. Ms. Givoni said that with
the change in graduation requirements for the Class of 2023, the state has moved back to the



model of clustering areas of interest.  A tech class would fall within one of these clusters and in
all likelihood students would be taking  a tech class in the STEM cluster.

A question was asked about the key takeaway for freshmen from a portrait of a graduate.  Ms.
Givoni said that a very high level overview was presented to freshmen and they started some
organizational strategy to create folders and all work was done in advisory.

Guest Speaker - Jamie Charles - Science CIL

Ms. Charles shared a snapshot of science standards and practices.  Due to the pandemic last
year, there was much less hands-on learning in the classroom, more virtual experimentation and
less interaction between students and teachers.

Labster and Pivot interactives were resources students used for virtual lab experiences and
teacher-recorded demos.

Implications of this for the current year are that students seem less confident of their science
skills and are struggling with mental engagement to think, analyze and problem solve.  They
appear to be more nervous for assessments and are less willing to ask teachers for extra help
and are having more difficulty with time management.

Strategies to address these concerns include:  teachers making their classes much more
interactive, slowing down the curriculum to build confidence, more in-class practice of skills,
more flexibility with deadlines, and encouraging students to ask questions,

Some instructional methods being carried over include video lessons, digital submission of
assignments, incorporating online experiments and investigations, and encouraging students to
persevere and be patient to build confidence.

Throughout the presentation, Ms. Charles stressed that mental wellness of the students was
very much a part of their approach to teaching this year.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:38AM.


